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O

T

O
n S

cene R
escue C

lass

practices first aid

reef rescues
O

perational training focused on tw
o general

scenarios: a sm
all boat adrift at sea or a

boat w
ith injured people stranded on an

outlying barrier reef. M
ost of the students for this

portion of the training w
ere police officers, and in

the end they w
ere qualified as lifeguard instructors

by the standards of the A
m

erican R
ed C

ross.
R

eef rescues are com
m

on in M
icronesia, but

relatively uncom
m

on elsew
here. T

he inhabited
islands of the nation are surrounded by dangerous
barrier reefs. T

he U
.S. A

rm
y fire chief on

K
w

ajalein A
toll, R

agnar O
piniano, taught rescuers

how
 to read w

aves as they build and break on
reefs, and the best approaches to reach the injured.

In a sim
ulation on the last day of training, the

students w
ere asked to save a victim

 w
ith a broken

back from
 K

epara Island, located on the southw
est

corner of Pohnpei’s barrier reef. M
ark M

arshall,
the deputy director of the C

ounty of H
aw

aii’s
A

quatics D
ivision, led the on-scene rescue training

team
 w

ith the help of A
SM

C
 D

ennis K
aczm

arek
from

 A
ir Station B

arbers Point.

B
y L

t. A
ngus M

acFeeley

“O
ur goal is to m

ake them
 as self  sufficient

as possible in term
s of  m

aritim
e safety, law

enforcem
ent, and search &

 rescue”

- U
.S. C

oast G
uard International Strategic Plan for

the form
er T

rust T
erritories of  the Pacific Islands.

O
n-scene-R

escue class at M
itsko B

each P
ohnpei.

y turning over som
e of its

operations in the w
estern Pacific

to the local governm
ents, the

C
oast G

uard is helping thinly-
spread island nations attain

self-sufficiency.
T

he C
oast G

uard’s first order of business w
as to

pass control and care of nearby aids to navigation
to the nations them

selves, a process of training and
supplying that ended in M

ay.
A

s a next step, key officials from
 the Federated

States of M
icronesia gathered in G

uam
 in Febru-

ary 1995 for a conference on search and rescue
and law

 enforcem
ent.

T
he C

oast G
uard and the M

icronesian represen-
tatives developed national search and rescue plans
and a SA

R
 training program

.
A

fter several m
onths of planning, the

M
icronesian T

raining Program
, funded by the

U
.S. D

epartm
ent of the Interior, brought an

intensive and custom
ized tw

o-w
eek training

program
 to M

icronesia’s capital on the island of
Pohnpei.

B B
Isla

n
d
s o

f  h
o
p
e

Micronesia
Micronesia

A
m

ong the instructors w
ere the U

S Pacific
com

m
ander’s C

oast G
uard liaison, C

apt. Jam
es

Perry, and other C
oast G

uard m
em

bers from
 the

N
ational Search and R

escue School in Y
orktow

n,
V

a., and throughout the Pacific. R
epresentatives

from
 the U

S A
rm

y and the A
quatics D

ivision of
the C

ounty of H
aw

aii also taught.

T
he session involved 12 instructors and 40
students from

 five countries, w
ith search

and rescue training in program
 m

anage-
m

ent, m
ission coordination, rescue aviation and

on-scene rescue techniques.

5
 coun

tries,
      4

0
 studen

ts,
           12

 in
structors

W
estern

 P
acific

W
orld

 of  w
ater

M
icronesia’s hundreds of  tin

y islands

w
ould m

ake up a total land m
ass sm

aller

than R
hode Island, yet they are strew

n

across an area of  ocean larger than the

continental U
nited States. U

ntil recently,

it, along w
ith the R

epublic of  P
alau and

the M
arshall Islands, w

as adm
inistered as

part of  the T
rust T

erritories of  the Pacific

Islands by the U
nited States. T

he territory

w
as created in the early 1950’s by a

U
nited N

ations m
andate. M

icronesia

began in 1987 to knit together its isolated

and diverse cultures and strive for political

self-determ
ination.T

he last of  the form
er

trust territories, Palau, celebrated its first

anniversary of  independence on O
ct. 1.�

F
lag of M

icronesia

F
lag of

 the M
arshall Islands

F
lag of P

alauu
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B
etter sp

on
sors =

 b
etter tran

sfers
C

W
O

3 Peter L
ucyga has developed a sponsor training

program
. A

s the district relocation m
anager, he recognized all

the inform
ation packets in the w

orld w
ill not help inbound

personnel relocate unless they have an active and interested
sponsor. M

any sponsors lack basic know
ledge of w

hat consti-
tutes sponsorship. L

ucyga is trying to im
prove that through

training and standardized sponsor guidelines. T
his w

ill help
people fulfill their responsibilities to their fellow

 service m
em

-
bers, getting them

 off on the right foot. N
obody told him

 to do
it. H

e sim
ply saw

 a problem
 and took action to fix it. T

hat's
leadership.

U
S
C
G
C
 
S
a
ssa

fra
s

Top
 n

otch
 yeom

an
 eases tran

sfers
�Y

N
2 D

on R
alston is a m

an w
ho’s “m

ade w
hat ought to be,

w
hat is” aboard Sassafras.  A

s independent duty yeom
an, he’s

assisted dozens of m
em

bers, late at night and on w
eekends to

ensure sm
ooth T

A
D

 travel and PC
S transfers.  E

ven w
hen

deployed, R
alston has coordinated the travel arrangem

ents,
travel claim

 reim
bursem

ents, and sponsoring details necessary
for overseas m

oves.  In addition, he has assisted senior person-
nel w

ith aw
ard recom

m
endations, page sevens, and other

correspondence to ensure the crew
 is properly recognized for

their achievem
ents.  O

n top of his norm
al duties, R

alston
quickly qualified in dam

age control w
atchstations, senior petty

of the w
atch duties, and underw

ay quarterm
aster of the w

atch.
R

alston is a superior petty officer, excellent yeom
an, and fine

shipm
ate for the crew

 of Sassafras.

P
e
o
p
le
 
m
a
kin
g
 
w
h
a
t 
o
u
g
h
t 
to
 
b
e
, 
w
h
a
t 
is

e
o
p
le
 
m
a
kin
g
 
w
h
a
t 
o
u
g
h
t 
to
 
b
e
, 
w
h
a
t 
is

e
o
p
le
 
m
a
kin
g
 
w
h
a
t 
o
u
g
h
t 
to
 
b
e
, 
w
h
a
t 
is

e
o
p
le
 
m
a
kin
g
 
w
h
a
t 
o
u
g
h
t 
to
 
b
e
, 
w
h
a
t 
is

e
o
p
le
 
m
a
kin
g
 
w
h
a
t 
o
u
g
h
t 
to
 
b
e
, 
w
h
a
t 
is

T
hese articles w

ere com
piled by M

C
PO

 B
illy

Joe W
hitley from

 units as exam
ples of leadership

in the district. If you have notable stories you’d
like to see published, please send them

 via e-m
ail to dcea/D

14d.

Tradition on deck ... 
T

he nam
es and birthdates of

A
aron

 G
. L

a
varn

w
a
y an

d K
alan

i R
. D

an
es w

ere en
gra

ved in
 C

G
C

W
ashington’s ship’s bell as part of a christening cerem

ony aboard W
ashington

M
arch 2

, at S
and Island in H

onolulu. M
K

C
 W

illiam
 and S

heena L
avarnw

ay

and E
M

1
 R

oque and K
arm

ary D
anes requested T

om
 O

’D
onnell of the

H
aw

aiian B
iblical R

esearch F
ellow

ship to preside over the cerem
ony.

�R
eservists assigned to M

arine Safety O
ffice H

onolulu have
played a key role in the Fishing V

essel Safety Program
 and in

M
arine Investigations.  R

eservists w
orking in the Fishing V

essel
Safety Program

 on the B
ig Island and O

ahu have issued 49
safety decals, conducted 126 fishing vessel safety exam

s, and
educated 613 custom

ers since last M
ay.  R

eserve E
xam

iners’
local geographic know

ledge and acceptance by the close-knit,
culturally diverse H

aw
aiian fishing com

m
unity have helped

m
ake this program

 extrem
ely successful.  R

eservists have also
m

ade significant contributions in M
arine Investigations.  T

hree
reservists have appeared before an adm

inistrative law
 judge to

present C
oast G

uard cases in suspension and revocation

proceedings against licensed and docum
ented m

ariners.  O
ne

reservists has com
pleted the M

arine Investigation O
fficer course

and has served as lead investigator at a suspension and revoca-
tion proceeding. M

SO
 H

onolulu has significantly increased the
role of reservists since integrating them

 into their com
m

and last
M

arch.  A
s a result of the integration, M

SO
 H

onolulu w
as able

to plan and execute an am
bitious training program

 designed to
produce a force of fully trained reservists capable of responding
to a variety of m

issions on all of the m
ajor H

aw
aiian Islands.

T
he outstanding partnership of active duty and reserve

resources created at M
SO

 H
onolulu dem

onstrates “T
eam

 C
oast

G
uard” w

orks.

R
eserves com

e th
rou

gh
 for M

SO

U
S
C
G
C
 
S
a
ssa

fra
s

C
lean

 sw
eep

 d
u

rin
g recen

t train
in

g
T

he officers and crew
 of C

utter Sassafras “m
anned their

broom
’s” in a different sense recently, for a clean sw

eep of
tailored ship’s training availability operations.  T

his is the
cutter’s seventh sw

eep in ten years.  T
he highest scores w

ere
obtained in the areas of com

m
unications and engineering w

ith
a 98.8 and a 97.7, respectively.  N

avigation/Seam
anship and

D
am

age C
ontrol earned a 96 and 95.8, respectively.  Perhaps

m
ore im

portant than the clean sw
eep and earning the C

oast
G

uard “E
” R

ibbon aw
ard is the resulting greater proficiency

w
ith w

hich cutter and crew
 is now

 able to do its job.

B
y L

t. K
evin Pratt

PA
2 Scott E

pperson

Search
 plan

n
in

g

A
 group of pilots from

 airlines in the Pacific
received training in flight planning and
search patterns from

 L
t. G

eorge “Skip”
D

eacon, also from
 B

arbers Point. T
he pilots had

been called upon m
any tim

es to help in search and
rescue cases, but had never received the intensive
and specialized training.

Sixteen M
icronesian and five A

ustralian students
received m

ission coordinator training. T
hey

learned how
 to m

ake search plans m
anually, as

w
ell as general concepts of search and rescue.

T
hey got the sam

e training on Pohnpei as they
w

ould have received at the N
ational Search and

R
escue School.
T

he A
ustralian officers used their practical

experience to help the other
students w

ith assignm
ents and

group exercises. In the end,
students w

ere able to plan
prim

ary and secondary searches
around Pohnpei, and had
begun to develop m

ission
coordination skills for their
hom

e islands.

M
icronesia

Federated States of  M
icronesia – For-

m
erly part of  T

rust T
erritory of  the

Pacific Islands.States – C
huuk, K

osrae,

Pohnpei, and Yap.

607 islands com
prising 300 square m

iles

of  land, spread over a m
illion square m

iles

of  ocean.  T
otal Population – 122,000

C
apital – K

olonia, population 6,169

R
eligion – C

hristian, 97%
  L

anguages –

C
arolinian, E

nglish, K
apingam

arangi,

K
usaie, M

okil, M
ortlock, N

am
onuito,

N
gatik, N

ukuoro, Paafang, Pingelap,

Ponapean, Puluw
at, Sataw

al, Sonsorol,

T
ruk, U

lithi, W
oleaian, Yapese.�

P
hillip M

alvw
eiram

 C
aptain of the P

atol B
oat M

icronesia

T
his training is a stepping

stone to better cooperation for
future search and rescue cases.
T

he people of the m
archall

Islands, Palau and the Federated
States of M

icronesia should gain
com

fort from
 know

ing that if they
are in distress, the skills to help
are close at hand.
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ectors in
 th

e Far E
ast?

L
t. N

ick C
aron inspects the inside of

 a boiler on the

U
.S. N

aval S
ervice S

hip A
m

erican O
sprey in S

inga
pore.

(photo by P
A

2
 S

cott E
pperson)


